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earning them. For the favors shown to other strangers were noth-
ing in comparison with the honors conferred on him; the king invited
him to partake of his own pastimes and recreations both at home and
abroad, carrying him with him a-hunting, and made him his intimate
so far that he permitted him to see the queen-mother, and converse
frequently with her. By the king's command, he also was made ac-
quainted with the Magian learning.
When Demaratus the Lacedaemonian, being ordered by the king to
ask whatsoever he pleased, that it should immediately be granted
him, desired that he might make his public entrance, and be carried
in state through the city of Sardis, with the tiara set in the royal
manner upon his head, Mithropaustes, cousin to the king, touched him
on the head, and told him that he had no brains for the royal tiara
to cover, and if Jupiter should give him his lightning and thunder,
he would not any the more be Jupiter for that; the king also repulsed
him with anger, resolving never to be reconciled to him, but to be
inexorable to all supplications on his behalf. Yet Themistocles paci-
fied him, and prevailed with him to forgive him. And it is reported
that the succeeding kings, in whose reigns there was a greater com-
munication between the Greeks and Persians, when they invited any
considerable Greek into their service, to encourage him, would write,
and promise him that he should be as great with them as Themisto-
cles had been. They relate, also, how Themistocles, when he was
In great prosperity, and courted by many, seeing himself splendidly
served at his table, turned to his children and said, "Children, we
had been undone if we had not been undone." Most writers say that
he had three cities given him, Magnesia, Myus, and Lampsacus, to
maintain him in bread, meat, and wine. Neanthes of Cyzicus, and
Phanias, add two more, the city of Palaescepsis, to provide him with
clothes, and Percote, with bedding and furniture for his house.
As he was going down towards the sea-coast to take measures
against Greece, a Persian whose name was Epixyes, governor of the
upper Phrygia, laid wait to kill him, having for that purpose provided
a long time before a number of Pisidians, who were to set upon him
when he should stop to rest at a city that is called Lion's-head. But
Themistocles, sleeping in the middle of the day, saw the Mother of
the gods appear to him in a dream and say unto him, "Themistocles,
keep back from the Lion's-head, for fear you fall into the lion's jaws;
for this advice I expect that your daughter Mnesiptolema should be
my servant/' Themistocles was much astonished, and when he had
made his vows to the goddess, left the broad road, and, making a
circuit, went another way, changing his intended station to avoid that
place, and at night took up his rest in the fields. But one of the
sumpter-horses, which carried the furniture for his tent, having fallen
that day into the river, his servants spread out the tapestry, which was